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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ota (JP 08-168518). 

In regards to claim 1 and 12, Ota discloses a bag for sterilization for forceps, 
tweezers, scissors, etc. [0001]. The bag is comprised of a natural synthetic resin film 
[0014] adhered to a back side sheet of material that is gas-permeable [0023 and 0026]. 
The bag has an opening at the top (drawing 4). The bag has damage prevention 
means by having a basilaris ossis occipitalis (boat bottom) formed at the bottom of the 
bag [0016]. This provides for standing of the bag and the contents of the bag will hit the 
lower part of the bag, which receives the weight [0036]. Since, the bag is formed from 
natural synthetic film the bag will not separate, thus preventing the contents of the bag 
from puncturing the bottom of the bag [0036]. 

In regards to claim 2-3 and 9-10, Ota discloses that the bottom of the bag is 
formed from folding a third piece of rectangle natural resin [0013]. The piece is folded in 
half so that it may become symmetrical by a line parallel to said two sides of opposite 
and that it can be positioned so that it may be put between pieces of a rectangle of two, 
and a field which sandwiches said inward line for this 3rd piece of rectangle to form the 
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boat bottom [001 1]. The examiner would also like to draw the attention to drawing 7 and 
the lines that are present for the folding explained previously. The examiner considers 
this mountain and valley folding based on the definition that mountain folding is folding 
away from the outer layer and valley folding is folding towards the outer layer. A bulging 
portion is defined as a protruding part. The examiner considers that the boat bottom is 
a protruding part that is formed at the lower end of the bag. 

In regards to claim 4, Ota discloses that the side edges (3) of the bulging portion 
are adhered so that the lower end becomes shorter than the opening in the upper end 
(drawing 7). 

In regards to claim 6, Ota discloses that the horizontal side sealed parts (side 
edge of the bulging portion) is cut off by a cutting edge and removed [0042]. 

In regards to claim 7, Ota discloses that the bag for sterilization has boat bottom 
portion [0027], which is in the inner surface of the lower end portion of the bag. This 
prevents the damage by catching the tip of stored articles [0036]. 

In regards to claim 8, Ota discloses that the boat bottom is made from a natural 
synthetic film [0036], thus it is a filmy protective component. 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Ota discloses that the natural synthetic film can be that 
that has excellent steam and gas permeability [0021 and 0023]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ota (JP 
08-168518). 

Ota discloses the bag for sterilization as previously described. Ota is silent with 
regards to the intersecting angle and the ability of the bulging portion to be cut and 
removed. 

Ota discloses folding the resin to form a bulging portion [001 1] and shows a 
similar slant folding configuration (drawing 5) as the instant applicant (fig. 1A). It would 
be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to form a intersecting angle of an adhered 
portion in the side edge of the bulging portion and the folding line of the side surface film 
to be one that would allow for ease of folding and to produce a bulging area that 
provides the best resistance to punctuation of the enclosed articles. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELLEN S. WOOD whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3450. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carol Chaney can be reached on 571-272-1284. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ellen S Wood 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1794 



/Carol Chaney/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



